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Sports
See the Sports Section at nganews.com

Eight Panthers crowned Region 8-AA track and field champions
By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Homer - Union County 
track and field individually 
qualified for the State Section-
als in 28 different events while 
both teams placed second in 
the team standings during last 
week’s Region 8-AA Cham-
pionships hosted by Banks 
County High School. 

The Panthers also took 
home eight region titles from 
the two-day event that featured 
field events on Wednesday 
and the running competitions 
on Friday.

Hana Gregory claimed 
an 8-AA championship in the 
girl’s 800-meter event with 
a time of 2 minutes, 37.16 
seconds - nearly four ticks 
ahead of teammate Allie Brey. 
Gregory also placed first in the 
1600M race at 5:59.32 - almost 
9 seconds better than Rabun 
County’s Molly Jo Wright. 

The girl’s 4x400 relay 
team of Gregory, Riley Al-
lison, Allie Brey and Hannah 
Long picked up a region title 
with a season-best time of 
4:29.60 - crossing the line 1.8 
seconds quicker than Banks 
County.

Zander Rotko and Trace 
Wright took home the top two 
spots in the boy’s 400M dash 
with times of 53.14 and 53.59, 
respectively.

The boy’s 4x400 relay 
team of Wright, Rotko, Brady 
Guild and Elliot Stepps edged 
Elbert County by 2.5 seconds 
with a time of 3:37.10. 

Senior Noah Underwood 
earned a pair of Region 8-AA 
titles in the shot put and discus 
events. Underwood’s 115-
feet, 9 inch toss in the discus 
throw lifted him past Banks 
County’s Talmadge Wilkinson 
by almost 2 feet. Meanwhile, 
Underwood recorded a season-
best 41-10.5 in the shot put to 
defeat Elbert’s Sam Lavender 
by 6.5 inches.

Allison was the only 
athlete to clear 5-feet in the 
high jump - Elbert’s Jamia 
Allen cleared 4-10 to come 
in second.

Other Union County 

sectional qualifiers (top four) 
include Stepps in the 100M 
and 200M, Hunter Hartzog 
and Luke Gambrell in the 
boy’s 800M and 1600M. Gam-
brell also qualified in the 
3200M.

Nolan Thompson moves 
on to sectionals in the boy’s 
300M hurdles while the boy’s 
4x100 and 4x800 relay teams 
both advance. Riley Thomas, 
Underwood, Wright and Stepps 
make up the 4x100 team. The 
4x800 squad consists of Gam-
brell, Hartzog, Hunter Payne 
and Daniel Griggs.

Griggs also qualified 
in the high jump, along with 
Kanon Abercrombie and Sam 
Page. Griggs and Thomas 
move on to sectionals in the 
triple jump.

Lexi Sisum turned in a 
pair of top-three performances 
in the 100M and 200M races; 
Allison came in fourth in the 
200M. 

Gregory, Long and Lin-
ley Jones took three of the top 
four spots in the 400M. Long 
also qualified in the 100M 
hurdles and Jones placed sec-
ond in the 300M hurdles. 

The girl’s 4x100 and 
4x800 relay teams both ad-

vanced to the next round. Mia 
McCombs, Katie Byers, Sisum 
and Long make up the 4x100 
squad. Brey, Katelynn Rash, 
Rachel Reid and Campbell 
Chambers competed in the 
4x800 event.

Brey placed third in the 

high jump and McCombs was 
fourth in the long jump. Alli-
son qualified in the triple jump 
and Trinity Queen moved on in 
the shot put.

Of Union County’s 28 
athletes that advance to sec-
tionals, 17 recorded season 

best times/distances. However, 
several UCHS athletes won 
region titles without posting 
a season-best finish, leaving 
plenty of room for improve-
ment in the next round.

Sectionals begin at 10 
a.m. Saturday morning at 

Gordon Central High School 
in Calhoun. 

The three-day State 
Championship meet gets un-
derway Thursday, May 13 at 
McEachern High School in 
Powder Springs. 
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The Works
SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL CHANGE

AND MORE 
Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake Inspection, Battery

Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid Top-Off, Filter Check and Belts
& Hoses Check

 
*Up to six (6) quarts of Motorcraft oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Motorcraft is a

registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating USA dealership for
exclusions and details through 12/31/21.

$47.95 Motorcraft
COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE

Brake pads or shoes ~ Machining rotors or drums
Labor included

 
*Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. See

participating USA dealership for details through 12.31.21

$179.95
Buy 4 select tires & get up to
a $70 rebate or 30,000 points

*04/01/21 - 05/20/21 ~ rebate is by mail, points are fordpass & = $150

Service hours
Mon-Fri 7:30 Am - 6PM

Sat 8 am - 4 pm
sun closed

2450 W US HWY 64
Murphy, NC 28906

 

800.388.2897
 

kingfordsales.com

Union County to compete in 28 events at Saturday’s State Sectionals in Calhoun

Junior Riley Allison picks up a Region 8-AA title after clearing 5-feet in the high jump event. Photo/Todd Forrest Senior Noah Underwood places first in the shot put. Photo/Todd Forrest

Union County High School Track and Field 2021 season bests (men/women)

Mia McCombs qualified for sectionals in two events. Photo/Todd Forrest

Lexi Sisum will compete in three events this weekend. Photo/Todd Forrest

Riley Thomas placed top four in the triple jump event. Photo/Todd Forrest


